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To the Chairman and Members of the Ogmore and Garw Urban District 
Council e 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to submit for your consideration the 7ist report 
on the public health of the district, drawn up in accordance with 
Circular 5/70 (Wales) of the Welsh Office, The report contains an 
account of the work undertaken by the Health Department and information 
relevant to the health of the community from other sources, such as 
Glamorgan County Council, Mid-Glamorgan Water Board, National Goal 
Board, Ministry of Social Security and the other departments of the 
Ogmore and Garw Urban District Council. 


I had the privilege to become M.0O.H. for the District in December 
1969. The material of the body of the report relates, therefore, to 
& period when my predecessor, Dr. D. J. GC. Davies was Medical Officer of 
Health and all commendation for the amount of work completed is due to 
him, It remains for me to comment only on the statistics. 


The estimateG mid year population was 20,190 showing a decrease of 
200 on the estimated population for 1968, Tnere has been a gradual 
fall in the estimated population over the past eight years, even though 
the birth rate and death rate have remained fairly constant. If one 
calculates the excess of births over deaths year by year and adds this 
to the estimated fall in population a clearer picture of the movement 
of people in the area results. In the years 1950 - 1959 the fall in 
population was 700 but the excess births over deaths was $41 so that the 
total movement of people away from the area was 1,541. in the same 
way in the years 1960 - 1969, a decrease in population of 1,730 and an 
excess of births over deaths of 918 gives an emigration figure of 2,648. 
Over the full twenty years since 1950, therefore, the total number who 
have left the Valleys is 4,189. With this emigration comes a gradual 
change in the age structure of the area which is further affected by the 
increasing survival into old age. 30% more people are now living 
beyond the age of 65 years than fifty years ago in 1919. The cost of 
providing essential services and improved amenities to a population, 
which naturally expects a higher standard of living than that snjoyed 
by their predecessors is, therefore, being met more and more by persons 
of less than modest means, Comprehensive planning measures designed to 
encourage younger people to live and work in the area are needed if we 
are to start correcting the age/economic/social structure of the 
Vall eyse 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28868948 


The Council achieved great things in their extensive housing 
programme. Good housing probably has more bearing on the health and 
happiness of the community than any other single factor, It is 
pleasing to note the foresight of the Authority in providing houses, 
either suitable for old people or specifically designed for them, Even 
so, a large number of elderly are still living in propertiss which are 
seriously short of amenities. This is a problem common to most 
authorities and it continues to increase. Many of the older 
generation are averse to leaving an area in which they heave spent the 
greater part of their lives and adjust badly to rehousing in new 
Sites. Where possible attention should be concentrated on improving 
some of that large stock of properties with a number of years of life 
but lacking in essential conveniences. These properties help to 
Maintain the charm of the original urban area and they can also be 
leased at a more economic rental than the new properties. The closure 
of unfit houses follows on the rehousing of their occupants but the 
prospect of derelict deserted areas is deplorable and should not be 
overlooked. The programme of clearance and redevelopment must 
continue to be actively considered. 


The statistics on infant mortality and stillbirths shows that 
improvements are still possible in this field although these become 
progressively more difficult to achieve as the more evident and curable 
ills such as infantile diarrhoea and infectious disease are conquered. 
The combined deaths of infants and stillbirths have been reduced by 
almost half over the past twenty years. Nevertheless the figures 
recorded in infant mortality in 1969 are higher than in most areas of 
the administrative County and the country as a whole. Closer liason 
is being achieved between the mother, doctor, consultant, midwife and 
health visitor. Health education before, during and after pregnancy 
is resulting in a steady improvement in knowledge by the mother of the 
events and progress of pregnancy and child care. This must inevitably 
pay dividends in future years. 


Statistics on the number of men working in collieries show a 
gradual decrease over the years 1947-04. Unfortunately numbers of 
colliery workers are not available for the years 1964-68 but the 1969 
figures show a further drop, The percentage decrease in Ogmore Valley 
from 1947 to December 1969 is 41% with an equivalent in the rw Valley 
of 28%. This is undoubtedly reflected in the rise in unemployment in 
the male population in both Valleys. An estimated figure of 240 
unemployed men in the area in December 1969 is 275% more than the 64 
average male unemployment for 1960-64, 


There appeared to be no dramatic incidents relating to the public 
health during the year, which is as it should be. It is the function 
of a public health department to prevent, as far as possible, those 
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events which may make the headlines. The Public Health Inspector 
functions in a variety of fields with a medical bearing and his work 
has always seemed to me to be inadequately appreciated. Basically he 
has remained a field worker although the nature of his work has altered 
in accent and scope so that he is now the founder member of the Public 
Health team. His importance is not reflected in any glamourous public 
image but rather in the esteem in which he is held by fellow members of 
the team. I wish to thank both Mr. J. A. Sadler, Chief Public Health 
Inspector and Mr. C. R. Morgan, Public Health Inspector, for their 
contributions and their invaluable help to me as a new member of the 
team. In addition I must express my gratitude to Miss Linda Lewis 
for the efficient way in which she has carried out the clerical work 

of the Department, and all the Officers and Staff of the other 
Departments of Ogmore and Garw U.D.C. for their friendly co-operation, 


In conclusion, my respectful thanks to the Chairman of tne Health 
Committee and Members of the Council who have been both understanding 
and helpful since my appointment commenced, 


I an, 


Your obedient Servant, 


He P. EVANS 


Medical Officer of Health. 


rofosquil dilaet elfdet ad? snacatbend 
‘iow aio Bae pr boned Leokben 2 a7ay able i? ve 
i yiissised ,betatoesaqs yleterpebest od of eb © 
sities aad dxow eld Yo emodan edd trodt ie payer ienad + 
iffy edd to sedmaa tebage? edd wom al ed, ee ae 
Ei dig earoseroe vay yas at betel le: jon at sonetrogat 4 
io atedmem wolfe? wd bled at ad doliw at meatae oy: tt. 
it Laat i tur Ye JD ool tule oA ry — Atod. abhi | ie : 
riedt 20%. oiasennt oi inel okies May TOM « ee oS 
sit to  tedten pire n ts om 60 Gian ery vai? 
»twed abuts i ot obsd tives we . 
Ay Leo krels odd So bete wey ‘ead wee 
vdto sd? to Ytade baw edeeRO ade 
giégc-os Vyibwortt sled? <1 Detiell ere age 


‘ieee efi3.to nseritead edd of einea? Lsttoogses we 
gnifnetesehu, dtcd weed eved odw Liomed anf Boy 
- beconunon Caney seals 


joayie® gnetbeds suroy 


CUAVE 2 S my: 


~ ahi 


2) ee OM Fo addal odls 


Beak te ioe 
eee Oe a we ‘inal 


is e cae oui 


GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE AREA 


Area in Acres 


Estimated Mid Year Population 


Number of households as at 1961 Census 


Rateable Value (lst April, 1969) 


Product of a Penny Rate 
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17, 924 
20,190 
6,423 
£367, 141 
£1, 360 
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Unemployed = Numbers of unemployed in both sexes for 1949 and 1969 
and the average 5 year periods between 1950 and 1965. 


i a ee ce ee 
1949 129 364 

1950-54 90 189 i 

1955-59 69 129 

1960-64, 64, 128 | 
1969 60 300 
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Registered Disabled Persons = Disabled Persons (Employment) Acts. 


There were 389 registered disabled persons within the 
Area in 1969 made up of 355 men and 34 women. This is an increase 
of 15 over the number for 1968. 


As in previous years pneumoconiosis was the biggest 
Single cause of handicap and also the cause of the increase over the. 
previous year. 


Disability Groups 
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1) Amputations 
2) Arthritis, rheumatism etc 
3) Heart complaints 
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4)  Pneumoconiosis 38 
5) Chronic Bronchitis 22 
6) Tuberculosis 4 
7) Blindness 5 
8) Mental disorders 15 
9) Epilepsy 8 
10) Others 159 

TOTALS 389 

Table 1 ° 
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For comparison the numbers of registered disabled in 1949, 1959 and 
1969 are listed below. 


1949 
1959 
1969 


It is encouraging to note the gradual decline in the numbers of 
pneumoconioties on the Register. 


Pneumoconioties and Silicoties on the Disabled Persons Register 
average of 5 year periods 1950 = 1969, 


1950-54 - 182 
1955-59 = 121 


1960-64 - 103 
1965-69 = 116 


Collieries. 


At the end of March 1970, the number of men employed in collieries 
and washeries in Ogmore and Garw Valleys was 


Ogmore Valley - 1,246 at collieries 
75 at washery 
25 at miscellaneous activities 


1,346 =- Total 


Garw Valley - 1,457 at collieries 
28 at washery 
20 at miscellaneous activities 


1,205 = Total 


The following table illustrates the fall in numbers of men 
employed in colliery work in each Valley from 1947 to 1969. An average 
number is recorded for the two year period 1947-48 and for the five 
year periods 1949-64. 


. £1 ee ii 1s odd aloe __- ary Valley 
1947-48 2281 2091 
1949-54 2157 2119 
1955-59 2078 2060 
1960-64 1500 1840 
1969 1346 Sc ieee! | 
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Statistics of New Sickness benefit claims figures supplied by 
Ministry of Social Security. : 


__..... Ogmore 
Valiey 
~eance Pontycymer 
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Similar graphs recording new sickness claims throughout tne year 
by months are available for the years prior to 1966. The picture 
presented changes very little with peaks of claims in the spring and 
winter months, The December peak reccerded in 1969 was the result of 
the influenza epidemic., It wiil be interesting to note in the January 
figures for 1970 how prolonged the epidemic was. One point of interest 
which emerges trom the study of new sickness claims from 1959 to 1965 
and 1969 is that this is the only time when sickness claims in 
Pontycymer have exceeded those in the Ogmore Valley. 
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13.92 
1,62 
12,54 
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2725 
14.73 
13.96 
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over the past 20 years 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1969. 


BIRTHS 


Live Births - Legitimate - 154 males; 156 females = Total 210 


Stillbirths - 


DEATHS 


Illegitimate - 10 males; 10 femaies = Total 20 
Total Births (Legitimate & Illegitimate) = 330 
Crude Birth rate per 1,000 population = 16.3 

( 1968 = 16 00) 
Adjusted Birth rate per 1,000 population = 16.8 

(1968 = 16.48) 
Birth rate, England and Wales - 16.3 

(1968 = 16.9) 
Illegitimate births as percentage total live 

births = 6 (England and Wales — &) 


Legitimate - 2 males; 2 females = Total 4 
Illegitimate -0 maies; O females = Total 0 
Total Stillbirths = 4 


Stillbirth rate per 1,000 Live and Stillbirtas - 12 


(1968 = 18.0) 
Stillbirth rate, England and Wales = 13 
Total Births = Live and Stilibirths - 
(1968 - 333) 


All Deaths = 140 Maies; 116 Females = Total 256 


(1968 = 262) 
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population = 12,7 
(1968 = 12,8) 
Adjusted Death Rate per 1,000 population ~ 15.6 
(1968 = 15.62) 
Death Rate for England and Wales = 11.9 
(1968 = 11.9) 


Infant Deaths - (Under 1 Year) 


Legitimate = 5 males; 2 females = Total 7 

Illegitimate - 0 males; 1 female ~ Total 1 

Total Infant Deaths = $ (1968 - 7) 

Infant Death Rate per 1,000 live births = 24 
(1968 = 21,0) 

Infant Death Rate, England and Wales = 18 
(1968 = 18) 
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Neonatal Deaths =~ (Under 4 weeks of age) 

Legitimate = 5 males; 2 females — Total 7 
Illegitimate - 0 maics; 1 female — Total 1 
Total number neonatal deaths = 8 

(1968 = 7) 
Rate per 1,000 total live births = 24 

(1968 = 18) 
Neonatal death rate, England and Wales = 12 


Early Neonatal Deaths - (Under 1 week of age) 
Legitimate = 4 males; 2 females — Total 6 
Illegitimate - 0 maies; 1 female = Total 1 
Total number neonatal deaths — 7 
(1968 = 6) 
Rate per 1,000 total live births = 21 
(1968 = 19) 
Early Neonatal death rate, England and Wales ~ 10 


Perinatal Deaths = (Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week of age) 
Legitimate = 6 males; 4 females = Total = 10 
Illegitimate = 0 males: 1 female = Total -1 
Total perinatal deaths = 11 


(1968 = 12) 
Perinatal death rate per 1,000 total live end 
stillbirths = 33 (1968 = 36.0) 


Perinatal Death Rate, England and Wales = 2% 


Maternal Mortality - 0 


"Crude® d *Adjusted" tes 


The tables of vital statistics shows "adjusted" as well as "crude® 
birth and death rates. Rates of births and deaths can be 
considerably affected by the age, and to a slighter extent, by the 
sex constitution of the population concerned. The “crude® rates are, 
therefore, unsatisfactory as a measure of comparison of the birth and 
death rates between different authorities. A form of standardisation 
is therefore used to compile the "adjusted" rate for age and sex 
composition of the population. 
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Tuberculosis of Respiratory System 
Malignant Neoplasm, Oesophagus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other Malignant Neoplasms 
Diabetes Mellitus 

Other Endocrine Etc. Diseases 


Anaemias 


NUMBERS OF DEATHS BY CAUSE, 
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Other Diseases of Nervous System, Etc.| - 


Chronic Rheumatic Disease 
Hypertensive Disease 
Ischaemic Heart Disease 


Other Forms of Heart Disease 
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CAUSE 


Cerebrovascular Disease 


Other Diseases of Circulatory 
System 


Influenza 

_2neumonia 
Bronchitis & Emphysema 
Asthma 


Other Diseases of Respiratory 
System 


Peptic Ulcer 


Cirrhosis of Liver 


Other Diseases of Digestive System 


Nephritis and Nephrosis 


Other Diseases of Genito-Urinary 


System 


Birth Injury, Difficult Labour Etcd 


Symptoms & Ill Defined Conditions 


All Other Accidents 


All Other External Causes 


TOTAL ALL CAUSES 
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INFANT DEATHS DURING 1969. 


Date 
12.4269 


17.569 
19.62.69 


25 06.69 


10.8.69 


30.28.69 


2269269 


11.12.69 


sex 
Male 


Female 


Female 


Male 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Male 


Age 
12 days 


2 days 


2 days 


8 hours 


1 day 


1 day 


3 days 


2 days 


- 16 ~ 


Cause 


Pulmonary Infarction 
Atelectosis 
Peritonitis 

Meconium Ileus 


Acute Intestinal Obstruction 


Cerebral Haemorrhage 
Atelectosis of Lungs 
Prematuri ty 


Prematurity 
Respiratory Distress 
Atelectosis of Lungs 


Pulmonary Atelectosis 
Prematurity 


Hyaline Membrane Disease 
Partial Atelectosis of Lungs 
Respiratory Distress 
Prematurity 


Prematuri ty 
Partial Atelectosis of Lungs 
Jaundice 


Primary Atelectosis of Lungs 
Prematurity 
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STILLBIRTHS DURING 1969 


Date 


8.2.69 


2408069 


11.12.69 


sex 

Male la. 

Female lao 
os 

Female la. 


=~ 17 =@ 


Cause 


Rhesus incompatibility 


Anencephalus 
Pre-Eclamptic Toxaemia 


Macerated Stillborn 
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In 1968 Bridgend Hospital Maternity Department began 
accepting expectant mothers for 48 hour confinements. This 
has made a marked difference to the comparison between home 
and hospital confinements. 


Over the past four years the percentages have been as 
follows:-= 


___- Home Confinements 


10% 
13% 
25 8h 
23.07% 
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INFZCTIOUS DISEASES 
(1) Tuberculosis. 


In the course of 1969 there were three new notifications of 


tuberculosis compared with six in 1968 and seven in 1967, The 
three cases were 


(1) a retired male aged 62 years 
(2) a retired male aged 77 years 
(3) a housewife aged 33 years. 


There were 3 deaths registered as due to tuberculosis during 
the year. These were all males, aged 70, 61 and 37 years, Two 
males and two females were certified as cured of the disease, 
Their initial notifications varied between 6 and 14 years ago. 


At the end of the year, after death removals, cures, changes 
in diagnosis and transfers had been adjusted, there were 92 cages 
on the Tuberculosis register, These were made up as follows:= 


Males Females 
Pulmonary 36 3h 
Non-pulmonary aS 7 
Total 41 ai 


It is gratifying to note a decrease in registered tuberculaus 
eases in the District year by year from 


174 in 1966 
164 in 1967 
146 in 1968 
to 92 in 1969 


It may be stated with comparative assurance that tuberculosis 
is no longer a disease to cause concern, The improvement has been 
gradual over the last thirty years. Many factors can be credited 
With the decline, not the least of which is improved living 
conditions. Other contributory factors are the eradication of 
tuberculosis in cattle (Glamorgan was declared a 'clear' area in 
1959), vaccination against the disease in the school leaving age 
group and more successful drug therapy. 


(2) Measles. 
There was only a smali fall in the numbers of notifications of 


measles in 1969, from 220 in 1968 to 190. Measles vaccine has been 
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available to all susceptible young children for two years but full 
use is by no means made of this protection. Measles can no longer 
be called a ‘'killer' disease but it can be very distressing and may 
have serious sequelae, It is hoped that health education will 
succeed in making the public more aware of what good may come from 
that fearsome thing 'the needle’, 


(3) Lnofective Hepatitis, Commonly salied Jaundice. 


This disease, although known for many centuries, first became 
notifiable in 1968 and proved to be a problem in 1969 with 133 
notifications. 


The disease is caused by a virus. Maximum incidence is 
usually in the winter months which suggests that spread is by 
secretions from the nose and mouth, although there is evidence of 
spread by infected food during large epidemics. The incubation 
period is anything from 15 to 40 days, which makes effective control 
difficuit. The public should be made aware of the infective nature 
of the disease and the need for strict hygiene throughout. 


VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination against whooping cough, diphtheria, tetanus, 
poliomyelitis, measles and smallpox is carried out at all infant 
welfare clinics as well as by the General Practitioners service. 


It is now many years since we had notifications of diphtheria 
and poliomyelitis and 1969 is the first year without a single 
whooping cough notification. However, these facts should not permit 
complacency about the need for continued vaccination and immunisation 
against infectious disease. 


The aim is to vaccinate about 85% of the child population to 
give community protection. Parents are constantly reminded that 
vaccination and immunisation are simple and harmless but it igs 
difficult to convince people of a4 danger with which they are 
unfamiliar. Parents nowadays are too young to know the scourges of 
diphtheria, whooping cough and policmyelitis and have become 
apatnetic. We continue to hope that persistent education will 
prevent them learning the dangers by personal experience, 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES DURING 1969 BY MONTHS 


"INFECTIVE 
HEPATITIS 
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MENTAL ILLNESS 
16 males and 28 females were admitted to Morgannwg Hospital 


from the area during 1969. This is a satisfying fall from the 
number returned in 1968 (73 admissions) and 1967 (47 admissions). 


CAUSES OF D&ATH 


The largest single cause of death in Ogmore & Garw Urban District 
Was coronary heart disease which accounted for 41 mais and 30 female 
deaths. Of these i5 men and 5 women died before retirement age. 
There has been an increase in the percentage of deaths from this 
cause over the past twenty years. 


1950-54 = Coronary deaths were 10.2% of all deaths 
1965=69 = a wi nm 21.8% * 8 ui 


The increase in the percentage of deaths in women from the same 
cause is even more dramatic. 


1950-54 = Coronary deaths in women = 8% of all female deaths 
1965-69 = we it * * 203" &# ie ® 


The causes of coronary disease are probably multiple and complex 
but smoking, lack of exercise and over-indulgence in food and elccholic 
Grink are, without doubt, important contributory factors. 


MALIGNANT DISEASE 


The number of deaths ascribed to malignant disease of ali forms 
was 41, 25 males and 16 females. 41% of these were in people of pre- 
retirement age. The stomach was the commonest site for cancer in men, 
eausing 7 deaths, and the breast for women, causing 5 deaths, Cancer 
of the lung and bronchus accounted for 6 deaths =-5 males and 1 female, 


BRONCHITIS AND PNEUMONIA 


There was a slight fall in the number of deaths from bronchitis 
from 26 in 1968 to 24 in 1969. However a marked rise in the deaths 
from pneumonia from 12 in 1968 to 24 in 1969 may have been related to 
the influenas epidemic which reached the area in December 196°, The 
majority of deaths from pneumonia were in people aged 75 years and over, 
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ACCIDENTAL DEATHS 


There were three accidental deaths during 1969; one male age 
55 years died from industrial injury, one male age 14 years died 
by drowning, one female age 68 years died by drowning. 


BLACKMILL HOSPITAL 


The hospital ceased to be the responsibility of the Medical 
Officer of Health for the District with the leaving of Dr. D.J.C. 
Davies. Dr. Saville of Ogmore Vale became the new Superintendent 
at the end of 1969, Statistics on admissions are therefore not 
available for this report, 
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GENERAL HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVICES 


eS WNC Sa 


1. Services provided by Glamorgan County Council. 


(a) 


(b) 


Personal Health Services, administered by the Divisional 
Medical Officer, Divisional Health Offices, Quareila 
Road, Bridgend (Tel.2515). 


Weekly Infant Welfare Clinice are provided at:= 


Glanrkiyd, Nantymoel. 

The Clinic, Park Avenue, Ognore Vale. 
The Clinic, Betws. 

The Clinic, Alexandra Road, Pontycymer. 


Fortnightly Infant Welfare Clinics are prowided atse 


Tabernacie Vestry, Blaengarw. 
Ambulance Hall, Llangeinor. 
Mission Hall, Blackmill. 
Welfare Hall, Lewistown. 
Bethania Vestry, Evanstown. 


Fortnightly Antenatal Clinics are provided at:- 


Glanrbyd, Nantymosi. 
The Clinic, Park Avenus, Ogmore Vale. 


Dental Clinics are provided ats= 


The Clinic, Park Avenue, Ogmore Vale. 
The Clinic, Alexandra Road, Pontycymer. 


In addition, the Health Department of the County Council 
provides the following services:= Heaith Visiting, 
Domiciliary Midwifery, Home Nursing, Ambulance, 
Chiropody, Home Heip, Night Sitter and the School 
Health Services. 


Welfare Services, administered by the Area Clerk, 


Area Welfare Office, Cambria House, Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend (Te1.3534) 
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(c) 


Officers of the County Welfare Department give assistance 
and advice to those in need of hostel accommodation, 

the blind and the handicapped. There is one residential 
home for the aged in the area, Trempyv-Mor, Betws, with 
Places for 14 men and 21 women. 


Chiidren's Department, administered by the Area 
Children's Officer, Area Officer, Minerva Street, 
Bridgend (Tel.2725). 


The hospitals serving your area are controlled by the Welsh 
Hospital Board, Tenple of Peace, Cathay's Park, Cardiff and 
administered by the Bro Morgannwg Hospital Management Committee, 
"“Garthmor,® Old Road, Neath (Tel.3606). 


They ares— 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(a) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 


3. General Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutic 


Bridgend General Hospital, Quarella Road, Bridgend 
(Tel.2341) (408 Acute Beds). 


Blackmili Isolation Hospital, Blackmill (Tel. Ogmore 
Valley 207), (28 Infectious Diseases beds; 16 Precon- 
vwalescent Beds). 


Maesgwyn Hospital, Bryncethin (Tel. Aberkenfig 371), 
(61 Geriatric Beds, Accommodation for 25 day patients). 


Penyfai Hospital, Penyfai. (Tel. Bridgend 3391), (120 
Mental Diseases Beds). 


Glenrhyd Hospital, Bridgend (Tel. Bridgend 3391), 
720 Mental Diseases Beds). 


Bridgend Chest Clinic, Noliton Street, Bridgend (Tel. 


2345) 


VoD. Clinic, Oakwood Street, Port Talbot. 


These seryices are provided by the Glamorgan Executive Council, 
Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff (Tel.26216). 
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4. National Assistance Act, 1948. 
(a) tion 50 - Burial of the Dead. 
There were no burials arranged this year. 


(b) Section 31. 


This section allows for the products of a penny rate to 
be made available to Oid-age Pensioners! Associations 
in the area. The Council exercised this right. 


5. Nationgi Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1962. 
Meals _on Wheels Service. 


The service is operated by voluntary works and up to 42 
two-course meals are distributed twice weekly in both the Ogmore 
and the Garw Valleys and a further twelve in Evanstown, 


In the Ogmore Valley the organisation was managed by the 
Meals on Wheels Committee (Secretary Mrs. MA. Williams); in the 
Garw Valley by the Meals on Wheels Committee (Chairman Mr. J. 
Lawrence and Secretary Mrs. L.M. Maddock); and in Evanstow by 
Mes. FR. Jom. The day-to-day running of the service was 
carried out by Miss L. Lewis in the Health Department, Brynmenyn. 
The meals are cooked in the Wyndham & Ffaldau Colliery Canteens, 
to the staffs of which are thanks are dus. 


Our thanks are also due to the band of drivers and helpers who 
distributed the meals throughout the year on a voluntary basis. 
The service depends upon this praiseworthy effort by a small number 
of people and it is a tribute to them that on no occasion did any 
elderly person go without his or her meals. More volunteers are 
always needed however, and anyone interested in driving or helping 
should contact one of the secretaries, or the Health Department, 
Council Offices, Brynmenyn. 


In February, 1970 the Council gave a tea to those involved in 
the Service at the Lewistown & Pantyrawel Welfare Hall, Lewistown, 
to which the guests were welcomed by the Chairman of the Council, 
Councillor L. Phillips. 
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6. Home Safety. 


The Home Safety Committee of the Council continued its 

activities during the year. Members of the Committee representing 
The Wales Gs Board, the South Wales Electricity Board, the Glamorgan 
Fire Service and the Public Health Department gave further talks to 
local organisations on various aspects of the subject, and the dangers 
of the misuse of Fireworks were publicised in the district prior to 
Bonfire Night. In addition a number of film shows and illustrated 
talks were given to members in the Council Chamber on subjects such as 
Fire Hazards in the home and the pollution of the atmosphere, 


In view of the increasing number of dwellings designed for old 
people being built by the Council, and the high incidence of home 
accidents amongst this age group, the Committee drew up a list 
of specifications which would improve the safety of such dwellings 
during the year. This list was accepted by the Council and it was 

resolved that future building programmes must include as many of 
these factors as possible, The list includes the followings—- 


(a) Handles, plugs and other fittings to be at arm height 
to avoid bending, climbing upon chairs, etc. 


(b) Good lighting, both natural and artificial in all parts 
of the building. 

({c) Baths to be fitted with grab rails on both sides and a 
cross=-rail, and the side not to be more than 1 ft. 6 ins. 


(d) Thermestatically controlled showers instead of baths in 
a proportion of dwellings. 


(e) Non-slip flooring wherever possible, especially in the 
bathroom. 


(f) Full Central Heating from one source. 
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SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE AREA. 


SD A ASSO OS OS SS A IS 


Table No. 7 lists the inspections carried out by the Public 
Health Inspectors during the year. 


1 = Housing Complaints (Private) ... «es coo 203 


2 = Housing Complaints (Council) see eee ovo 77 
3 = Miscellaneous Complaints Sale ciate eee 15 
4 = Public Health and Housing eee coe bre ee W423 
5 = Revisits coe coe eos 301 
6 = Improvement Grants aaa Tiesto fests 91 


7 = Offices, Shops and Railway Premises ..-2 coo 176 


8 = Food Premises gat Bis eetl Veseee 250 
9 = Slaughterhouses were coe c00 20 
10 = Rent Act eat gate Eh UiiSiete 19 
11 = Caravan Site ei) celee sien 16 
12 = Infestations o06 coe coe 42 
13 = Factories (Power) oder ACKSe Uie.d & 
14 = Factories (Non Power) sats) -iseet pare MD 
15 = Swimming Baths eee ees coe 2 
16 = Mortgages mre Dies Divs aie 69 
17 = Drain Tests coe eats eee 45 
18 = Mobile Shops eee vee coo 15 
19 - Water Supply Set an 32 
2 - Miscellaneous oe coe fae MBA 
21 = Infectious Diseases eos ie ae Tatets L 
22 = Abandoned Cars dette Sets. 103 
23 = Noise eee coe ece 6 


Table 7. 


olfdud edd wd two be brtws enoltoagent edt 


¢ AY 


yas 


eee 


eee 


+e 


’ ‘reader. 


eoatnesd yewlteh bas. egos. 25, 


1. 


sewage Disposal. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Brynmenyn Sewage Works and Farm. 


The greater part of the sewage of your area, and also 
that from those parts of Gilfach Goch in the Llantrisant 
and Llantwit Fardre Rural District and the Rhondda 
Urban District, is treated at the Brynmenyn Works and 
Farm. 


Examination of the effluent from the works has repeatedly 
shown it to have the characteristics of crude sewage 

and not in a satisfactory state to be discharged into the 
river Ogmore, and the Council has been urged by the 
Glamorgan River Authority to improve the works to 
minimise river pollution. In view of the fact that the 
Penybont Main Sewerage Scheme is not likely to come 

into operation for a number of years, the Council in 
1967 commissioned Consultant Engineers and Chemists 

to draw up a plan for improving the effectiveness of 

the works and such a plan, costing about £62,000, has 
been submitted to the Council which would involve 
increasing the number of sedimentation tanks and sludge 
beds and improving the method of land treatment of the 
final effluent. 


However, the Council has not yet received approval to 
carry out these improvements, and the importance must 

be stressed again this year of proceeding as rapidiy 

as possible with the removal, or at least the minimising 
of an undoubted health hazard, 


Shwt Sewage Works. 


The sewage works at Shwt are a more modern installation 
to serve the large number of houses built by the Council 
in Betws. It has some defects, chiefly as a result of 
the low level of the site, but the effluent has shown a 
consistently high level of purification. 


Betws Sewage Works. 


This small works was built to serve the prefabricated 
bungalows in Hast and West Side, Betws. These sites are 
now in the process of being redeveloped, as a result of 
which the volume of sewage requiring to be treated will 
increase greatly. Improvements to the works are planned 
in the near future to meet this extra demand, 
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(d) Bryngarw Caravan Site. 


The sewage from this site is treated in two small 
settlement tanks nearby. On account of their proximity 
to the site it is important that they are regularly 
desludged. 


(e) Lletty Brongu. 


This hamlet is still without adequate sewage disposal 
facilities despite the fact that provision has been made 

in the estimates for the work to be carried out for several 
years, The importance of early completion of the work 

is stressed again, 


2. Refuse Disposal. 


The two main tips are at Lewistown and Llangeinor and 
collections are made twice weekly in all parts of the district. 
A few houses and farms, however, are not served, usually because 
of their remoteness or inaccessibility. The Council has decided 
on a policy cf issuing such households with paper sacks, and 
providing a receptacle in which they can be left for collection at 
the nearest point accessible to the refuse vehicles, 


The Llangeinor tip is situated on low-lying agricultural land an 
adequate distance from dwelling=nouses. The Lewistown tip, 
however, is situated very near to two establishments where fcod 
is consumed and also to food shops and houses, It is important 
that the following rules for tipping as laid down by the Ministry 
of Health are complied with:- 


(i) fuse to be deposited in layers not exceeding six 
feet in depth, 

(ii) All surfaces exposed to the air to be covered with nine 
inches of earth. 

(iii) Not more than 100 sq. yds. to be uncovered at any one 
time or for longer than 72 hours. 

(iv) Screens to be provided to prevent wind dispersal. 


To these may be added the importance in your area of preventing 
sheep from gaining access to the sites by adequate fencing, 
particularly as a result of the recent epidemic of Foot and Mouth 
Disease and the iessons learned from it regarding the desirability 
of keeping susceptible animals from human refuse. 
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It is clear that the maintenance of the tips in this manner 
requires the constant services of a competent and conscientious 
caretaker supplied with adequate earth moving equipment. 


3. Water Supply. 


The bulk of the water supply to your area comes from upland 
sources, of which there are four in the Garw Valley, three in the 
Ogmore and three in the Dimbath. In dry weather the supply is 
supplemented when necessary from the Schwyll source, In 
addition there are three smaller scources = Cwm-nant-y—ci serving 
the Pantyrawel district, Glynogwr and Hendre Ifan Goch serving 
Evanstown. 


The Mid=Glamorgan Water Board is responsible for the supply 
and your Council is represented on the Board in conjunction with 
representatives of the other local authorities in the area, The 
Board samples all the sources at least fortnightly, and a 
Satisfactory bacteriological report is the rule, Where a report is 
less than satisfactory an immediate investigation is carried out to 
determine the cause of the contamination, and the sample is repeated. 


Only one source, Cwm-nant=-y-ci, is considered to have plumbo- 
solvent action, and the supply is treated with soda-ash. Chemical 
analysis of water from this source during the year showed lead to 
be absent. The laying of lead pipes is prohibited by the Board's 
bye-Laws 


The fluoride content of the water is negligible, being in the 
neighbourhood of 0,04 parts per million. The Glamorgan County 
Council, as the local health authority for your area, has recorded 
a resolution in fayour of fluoridation of water supplies in ail parts 
of the country, in order that the population, especially the children, 
may enjoy the substantial benefits te dental health that adequate 
fluoridation (1.0 part per million) brings. 


It is hoped that fluoridation of the Schwyll source will be 
introduced next year, but unfortunately the bulk of the supply 
to your area coming as it does from smail upland sources, wiil 
remain unfloridated in the foreseeable future. 


Sampling of the water supply was carried out on a small scale 
by the Health Department, with special attention being given to 
farms and houses not connected to the Board's supply. Where 
unsatisfactory results were obtained the consumers were informed 
and instructed how to improve the supply te prevent or minimise 
contamination. The results obtained were as follows = 
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WATER SAMPLES 


Site 


oar as 


Farm in Pontycymer 
House in Pantygog 
Farm in Blaengarw 
Farm in Llettybrongu 
Mountain Spring, Betws 
Farm in Betws 

Farm in Betws 

Farm in Llettybrongu 
Farm in Llettybrongu 
Farm in Llettybrongu 


Farm in Pontycymer 


House in Blandy Terrace, Pontycymer 


House in Pwllcarn Terrace, Blaengarw 


House in Victoria Street, Pontycymer 


House in David Street, Blaengarw 


House in Pwilcarn Terrace, Blaengarw 


Cottage in Pontycymer 
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4o Swimming Baths. 


————<—s= 


(a) Llangeinor. 


The Liangeinor Swimming Baths came into use during 1968 and 
has already proved to be a great asset not only to the Garw 
Valley, but to a wide area of Mid-Glamorgan., They are 
situated in exceptionally attractive surroundings and the 
large windows enable these to be appreciated from within the 
building. 


The pool itself is 25 metres long, 36 feet wide and from 

3 feet to 8 feet 6 inches deep. It operates on the 
continuous flow method and the water is sand filtered and 
chlorinated manually and heated to a constant temperature 

of 78°F. All swimmers enter the pool by walking through a 
disinfectant foot bath. Regular bacteriological examination 
of samples taken from the pool gave satisfactory results in 
every case. 


There were some initial difficulties caused by pooling of 
water in the changing areas. These have been overcome 
however, by improving the drainage. 


There is in addition an external circular paddling pool 

for young children. This also operates on the continuous 
flow method and the water is filtered and chlorinated in the 
Main building. 


(b) Ogmore Vale. 


This bath was recently reconstructed and the water is 
adequately filtered and chlorinated. Regular sampling 
produced wniformily satisfactory results. 


5. Work carried out in Ogmore & Garw U,D.C. by Mid-Glamorgan Water Board. 


MAJOR DEVE&LOPMaNT — NONE 
MAINS EXTENSIONS/RENEWALS = 
Betws Redevelopment Scheme 
Station Road, Nantymoel (Replacement of old 2" main by 4") 


WATER TREATMENT = Effective soda-ash treatment to prevent plumbo=- 
solvancy at the Nanty=y-ci source, Ogmore Vale was continued without 
interruption during 1969. 


Routine sampling of raw and treated waters for chemical and 
bacteriological analyses continued throughout the year. 


Samples of water from the Garw Low Level source were also submitted 
for total beta activity analyses. 
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ANNUAL RAINFALL. 


~~" MERTH-  BRID— LLAN= ST. MAES NANTYj  PONTY— 
YEAR YRMAWR  GEND_ ___SCHWYLL__HARAN __ ATHAN _TEG ____MOEL __ CYMER 


1925 46.94 46075 = 5145 = 66.38 79042 82.46 
1926 40.40 40.19 = 43296 ~ 5320 = Th e97 
1927 A744 48636 = D3 oA41 = 12009 95.53 91.39 
1928 49.12 48.92 2 61.36 ~ 79.89 109.11 103.33 
1929 42078 44.69 = 4984 = 1093 «691-77 90.04 
1930 53239 5A A5 = 56.04 = 78.67 89.53 87.79 

931 46038 44.67 = 49089 = 74267 85.10 $3.87 


32 45093 43.70 = 50,12 <x 
1933 33.31 31.67 26 43 93.07- 26.81 
1934 42.0 £38.18 35 oA 46.91 28.79 
1935 45265 45.03 40.65 50.08 32.68 
1936 4507, 41056 37.90 47622 N/R 
1937 7953 86=— 33.25 39.65 Ae a eee es I 
1938 46.41 43.89 N/R 50.19 N/R 
1939 50.31 50.69 40.12 5G.16 36644 
1940 45056 5027 37.83 Ate  3Bielh 
i941 41.51 38,86 Bh. 10 A134 35.05 
1942 41.92 42.11 36.22 47.49 30.49 
1943 43.07 42.62 39674 48.20 34.96 
1944, $1.02 48.76 45.60 58.78 38.64 
1945 45013 46.19 £1,16 50,01 38.16 
1946 50.80 49.36 LA A9 5os55 47.85 
1947 41.49 37.65 34.025 L242 34.36 
1948 52077 50.86 45 059 59077 «= 46049 85.24 104.96 93.82 
1949 Al.48 43.28 38.82 48.72 38.98 65099 79.621 Weds 2 
1950 53038 54.99 48.72 G2eAk “53014 535677 89.98 109.26 SA 

951 £9.98 48.45 46.69 56.92 37.43 4818 81.88 98.02 87.39 
Me: 43-83 44.94 47652 Pleco - 42,93 45.54 68.22 80.84 Thelh 
1953 41.05 41.93 39.59 48.81 30.50 43.94 68.64 80.69 76e11! 
1954 58.95 52.64 56.76 M0207 £6005 60.73 105.42 131.63. 123.59 
1955 40.66 35.40 37.65 ose “32.62 “41.10 62.03 ~ 80.14 7h.097 
1956 40.91 39.03 38.47 eeto 930605 “42.04 ° 62.51 72.45 72.97 
1957 42.60 40.61 41.20 49.98 33.47 44661 79.35 100.51 88.14 
1958 51.36 47.98 48.60 60.51 36:70 54.87 86.19 104.76 95 19 
1959 46.83 41.82 41.90 50.90 35085 27044 71.85 94.77 81.24 
1960 Beers §652.46 56.38 66.09 51.29 64.97 91.24 109.29 101.49 
1961 43079 40,06 41.36 SOn59. 35563. £72394 "71.62 94.15 83.35 
1962 36.27 35.31 33.80 44.93 30.05 38.81 63.43 82,28 75 631 
1963 4ie87 40,21 Heid hOc8, 38.38 43671 %©.12 83.13 Tek 
1964, 38.95 35.18 32.70 heat” =—(351636 0 «}©636,51 60.81 78.50 T2e23 
1965 47088 47.59 44.83 56.72 42.01 50.46 79.73 103.09 94.03 
1966 50.08 47.03 4311 56622 9390990 50653) 75076 = 98659 89.55 
1967 52.5 51.18 47204 61.25. 36.02 53.21 83.70 “108.28 100,93 
1968 47.60 44.33 42025 52062 40058 48638 64.68 85.46 72.98 


eet ee me 


62.81 80 .06 BO.57, 
48.81 58.81 57.51. 
69.26 78.26 78.69 
73.26 81.30 80.67 
56.07. "We 2e 75 1h 
49018 67.83 67.51 
67.54. ‘71,00 86.85 
76033 91.84 86.14 
63.42 82.71 71.94 
5VL7 ©= 72659 63.80 
65.69 88.87 Vee 
70.99 90.85 (ee 
69-45 96.52 STeLt 
66.53 89.54 85 27 
87.89 112.52 101.72 
55056 Thel9 65.08 
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RAINFALL RECORDS 


| MERTHYR | BRIDGEND SCHWYLL | LLANHARAN | ST, ATHAN PWLLWY |MAESTEG |NANTYMOEL {| PONTYCYMER 


oot I a a a | ae a a a) 


ee: Pace t' Gele 10.56 12.28 11.26 


eadaey 6.19 
February 1575 2650 1.09 | 2.31 | 2.60 Tao 2.97 
March 2.86 3.00 | 2.19 Been Nees | gg 3.79 
April eal oo | Oni Wee 62) Ae 69 564 4.85 
May 4.96 eae (| Mess | 5.22 | 7.39 8.99 8.51 
oe 2.88 ee | Ms | 2083 | 47s | 5.63 «| 5.38 
July 3.38 oo | Ueol | 103 | 2.32 | Hepes 3k 
August 3.72 5.09 «| Me 2.93 | 4.19 | pe) 6.70. || 5.08 
September 2.39 eo | on | 2.19 | 3.46 | 4,93 | 4 48 
October 1.02 | Beer 0266 | ing 1 2,06 =| 2.80 | 
November 5039 | 4,41 | 4.87 | oot | «890 | 8,11 | 
December 4.70 | 3.09 | 421 | 6.10 | e162 |” 9.82 | 
; . om oh eas 
TOTALS 45.86 | | 28.09 | 42.66 | 60.34 | 77.22 | 67.42 | 


B7625 «|| 44.97 | 


Percentage of 
Long Term Average 


Percentages = To nearest round figure 
Table LO. 
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6. Housing. 


A further 170 new dwellings were completed by the Council during 
1969. In addition two houses in Pontycymer were acquired by the 
Authority. 


New Dwellings completed by the Council] during 1969 


AS EE SESE CSO CS ee 


Bedrooms _ 0.A oP 
SITE | 3] 4 Dwelling TOTAL 


Betws (East Side) = 66 


Betws (West Side) 


EO 


TOTALS 


—>- 


The large number of houses completed in the past few years 
have gone a long way towards relieving the housing shortage in your 
district, and have enabled many of the worst properties to be closed 
or demolished, sither individually or as a result of clearance 
procedure. There are, however, a great many more houses, which, 
although not in such a poor condition as to be classified as unfit, 
are nevertheless deteriorating and require work beyond the financial 
resources or the inclination of the owners to save them, Often 
whole terraces of basically sound houses are in this condition, and, 
if properly improved, could provide good living accommodation for 
many years. It is essential that such terraces are tackled as a 
whole, not individually, so that the street retains an uniform and 
pleasing appearance, and the agency best suited for such large 
seale work is the local authority. A decision has already been 
made to carry out an improvement scheme on these lines on fifteen 
houses in Hill View, Pontycymer, providing them with a bathroom, 
internal W.C., a sink and a water heating system, as well as doing 
all necessary repairs. 


In this way accommodation can be obtained offering ail modern 
facilities at a very much smaller cost than that of building new 
houses, and at the same time improving the amenities of the 
area. It is to be hoped that this scheme will prove +> be the 
forerunner of many in your area in the future. 
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Housing Statistics: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Housing Inspections: 


Total number of houses inspected coe eee Miele 
Council Houses eco 000 200 
Revisits ooo eoo ooo 


Public Health Acts: 


Number of houses rendered fit after service of notices: 


Informal 
Notice 

(i) Rendered fit by owner awe 20 
(ii) Rendered fit by local authority eee ~ 
Houses beyond repair at reasonable cost: 
(i) Individual Houses: 

Closing and Demolition Orders coe 

Number of People displaced coe 


(ii) Clearance Areas: 
Number of Clearance Areas declared 
Houses unfit for human habitation ee 
Houses included by reason of bad arrangement 
Number of people displaced eee 
Improvement Areas ove 


Improvement Grants: 


(i) Standard Grants: 


Owner/Occupied 
Number of Dwellings 
improved 26 
Amounts Paid £4,048. 58. lid. 
Average grant per house E£l4A4-lls. ‘Tde 


Formal 
Notice 


42 


19 
19 


ie 
36 


Tenanted 
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(ii) Discretionary Grants: 
Owner/Occupied Tenanted 


Number of dwellings improved 13 Nil 
Amounts Paid £3,916. 138.6 2d 
Average grant per house £301. 5s. 7d. 


(iii) National Coal Board: 


12 houses were improved by the National Coal Board in your 
area during 1969, 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS IN 1969 


Standard Discretionary 


Blaengarw eee ooo 3 2 
Pontycymer eoe coo 2 
Pantygog eo° eo 3 1 
Pontyrhyl coe ese 4 = 
Llangeinor eee eee - i 
Brynmenyn eee coo - us 
Betws coe eeo ~ 1 
Lletty Brongu. cee coo a - 
Shwt ceo ooo - 1 
Nantynoel eee eco Al 1 
Ogmore Vale eiafe coe: 7 3 
Blackmill ons ceo ne = 
Evanstown eoe ooo 1 = 

TOTALS ia: i3 

Table 12. 


7e Silaughterhouges. 


There is one small slaughterhouse licensed in your area, and 
during the year 112 sheep and lambs and 7 pigs were killed. 


The following table gives the details of animals inspected 
together with condemnations:—= 
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Number Killed 
Number not inspected 


All diseases except Tuberculosis 
and Cysticerci: 


Whole Carcases condemned 
Some part or organ condemned 


Sa tao 


Tuberculosis 


2 Se eS es eee 


Cysticerci 


Table 13. 


8. Inspection aud Supervision of Food. 


Regular inspection is made of food shops, stalls and mobile shops 
in the District. During 1969, 250 such inspections were made. One 
prosecution, under the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960, was 
made which involved four offences. The offender, a firm of multiple 
grocers, was found guilty on all the charges and fines were imposed. 


There wers no prosecutions under the Food Hygiene (Markets, 
Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations, 1966, 


The following wnsound food was surrendered or condemned during the 
yearie 


Cwte LbS 


Meat at Slaughterhouses = 

Meat at Wholesale Premises = 

Meat at Retail Shops = 

Cooked Meat and Meat Products = 

Canned Meats ~~ 

Other Canned Foods - 

Fish (Fresh) = 

Fruit and Vegetables (Fresh) = = 
2 


if 


Other Foods 


TOTAL ee0 eee 3 Th 
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In addition the following samples were taken by the County 


Sampling Officerss= 


Aspirin 

Baking Powder 
Bicarbonate of Soda 
Baby Food 

Butter 


Cake Sponge Pastry Mix, Etc. 


Calamine Lotion 
Cheese Spread 
Chocolate Drink 
Coffees and Chicory 
Condensed Miik 
Cocking Fat/0il 
Cream 

Curry Powler 
Dessert Powder 
Fish 

Fish Paste 
Flour 

Fruit (Canned) 
Fruit Juice 
Glaee Cherries 
Ice Cream 

Jam 

Jelly 


Ice Cream. 


Twenty samples of ice-cream were taken for bacteriological 
The results according to the Methylene Blue Test were 


testing. 
as followsse 


Grade I 
Grade II (Feir) 
Grade III 
Grade IV 


(Satisfactory) 


(Unsatisfactory) 
(Very Unsatisfactory) 


taped 
fi YK btwowne i w 


ice UU ye 


eoiet i 


Lard 

Margarine 
Marmalade 

Meat Paste 

Meat Products 
Milk 

Mustard 

Pickles 

Rice Pudding 
Salad Cream 

Salt 

Sauces 

Skimmed Milk 

Soft Drinks 
Spaghetti (Canned) 
Spices 

Swets 

Table Jelly 

Tea 

Vegetables (Canned) 
Vegetables (Dried) 
Vinegar 

Vitamin Tablets 


@éagéiWwinired 


re i 


Ea Sieee 


Premises Mobiles 
16 = 
2 1 
= 1 


The Ice-cream Regulations do not require bacteriological 
testing, but the Methylene Blue Test is a useful guide to standards 


of hygiene in the preparation and distribution of ice-cream, 
The manufacturers whose products were shown to be unsatisfactory 
were informed to the fact and asked to improve their standards. 
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Milk. 


There are now no producers in your area licensed to sell 
unpasteurised milk under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 
1963. 


9. Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963. 

Ne new premises were registered under this Act in 1969. Fifty 
six premises in all received a general inspection during the year and 
a total of 181 wisits were made by the Inspectors of the Department. 


The contraventions to the Act were as follows:— 


No. of 


Contraventions 

Section 4. Cleanliness 12 
Section 5. Overcrowding 5 
Section 6. Temperature 1 
Section 7. Ventilation = 
Section &. Lighting = 
Section 9, Sanitary Conveniences 3 
Section 10, Washing Facilities 1 
Section il, Supply of Drinking Water 1 
Section 12. Clothing Accommodation a 
Section 13, Sitting Facilities = 
Section 14. Seats (Sedentary Workers) - 
Section 15. Eating Facilities ~ 
Section 16. Floors, Passages and Stairs 5 
Section 17. Expoged Machinery = 
Section 24. First Aid 5 
Other Matters 8 

TOTAL eoe@e ece 54 


A firm of multiple grocers was prosecuted in respect of five 
offences committed at one of their branch shops. A plea of guilty 
Was made and fines and costs were imposed. 


10. Shesp Trespass. 


Despite the efforts of the Council's Sheep Trespass Committee, 
straying sheep continue to create problems as they do in many 
other valley ares of South Wales. These animals can always be 
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found wandering the valley roads, a hazard to road users. They 
foul the footpaths, overturn dustbins and defy the efforts of the 
Council to keep the streets and lanes clean. Damage to gardens 
by the sheep gives rise to justifiable annoyance and undoubtedly 
deters many householders from cultivating their gardens. 


The danger to animal health should not be overlooked, as foot 
and mouth disease could arise from sheep coming in contact with 
infection on refuse tips. The incidents of hydatid cysts in sheep 
and cattle in valley areas is considerably higher than normal. 
There is aiso danger to human health, as man can also be affected 
With hydatid cysts. The wandering sheep is a significant link in 
the chain of these infections. 


The social and economic cost of straying sheep is a cost the 
community can ill afford. 


ll. Rodent Control. 


A total of 336 premises were treated during the year, as listed 
below. Many cf these required repeated visits, and in addition 
regular sewer treatments and inspections of refuse tips were 
‘undertaken. 


_ Mr. Emrys Pritchard, the Rodent Operative also assisted in 
the general work of the department, and he carried out all his 
duties in a most thorough and conscientious manner. 


Premise treated for Rodent and Insect Pests during 1969:;:- 


Reagon for Treatment Np. 

Ratz coe cece ese eee eve 238 
Mice eon ere ooo eco coe 25 
Moles e@oe e@eo eso eee ee) 5 
Cockroaches ooe eo° eee cee 22. 
Ants oee eee eos oee8 eee 10 
Red Mites eee eoe coe ore ooo J. 
Wasps e@eo e@oeo eoe ©eo oo: 1 
Flies eoe ese coe coe eee 3 
Silver Fish @eo : °eo°o eee ecoe 2 
General Disinfestation (fleas, bugs, etc) eee 29 
TOTAL eee ove 336 

Table 14 
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12. Factories Act, 196) 


1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health (including 
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors). 
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___Number of 
| Written | Occupiers 
Notices | Prosecuted 
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tions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 
are to be enforced by 
Local Avthorities edo 
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(i4) Factories not included 
in (i) in which Section 
7 is enforced by the 
Local Authority vee 


MEE OT 


(i141) Other Premises in which 
section 7 is enforced 
by the Losal Authority 
(excluding out-workers! 
premises) e208 
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2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found, 
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more 
separate occasions they should be reckoned as two, three or more 


“cases") 


Particulars 


Want of Cleanliness 
(S.1) 
Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonabie 
temperature (S.3) 
Inadequate 
ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective drainage 
of floors (3.6) 
Sanitary 
Conveniences (5.7) 
(a) Insufficient 
(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 
(c) Not separate 
for sexes 
Other offences 
against the Act 
(not. including 
offences relating 
to Outwork) 


Se 


TOTAL 
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| Remedied | Inspector Inspector 


Number of cases in which | Number of 
defects were found .._j cases in 
Referred | whieh prose- 
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Under PART VIII OF THE ACT there were no sut-workers, 


Table 15 ° 
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FIFTY YEARS A@_ (1919) 
Medical Officer of Health = Dr. J.S. Peebles. 


The Registrar General estimated the population for 1919 as 
31,000, World War I was at an end although 1,260 men were estimated 
as engaged in His Majesty's Forces. 


The chief occupation was coalmining which employed at least 90% 
of the male population. Comment was made on the extremely hazardous 
nature and on the poor monetary rewards in the industry. Practically 
all the female population were engaged in domestic duties. It was 
anticipated that industrial changes would occur in ensuing years which 
would increase the population. by about 1000 annually. 


The number of births in the year was 797 giving a birth rate of 
25.3 per 1000 population. This was the first increase in the birth 
rate for many years and probably the aftermath of war. Since 1905, 
when the rate was 45 per 1000 population there had been a gradual 
fali., Nevertheless a warning was made by the M.O.H. of the need for 
the utmost care of the health of the new born children if the District 
was to retain a satisfactory population standard. 


There were 278 deaths in 1919 giving a low death rate of 9.2 per 
1000 population. There was also a marked drop in the infant 
mortality to 61 per 1000 live births. In the years before 1919 the 
infant mortality was invariably more than 100 per 1000 live births. 
The Council was commended on the methods adopted to reduce infant 
deaths. 


Comment was made on the unsatisfactory water supplies in 1919, 

particularly in the Garw valley where the supply was frequently cut 
off for up to 24 hours. Over 50% of the water closets were without 
flushing apparatus of any sort and the majority of the remainder 

were not in working order. A comprehensive report was given on the 
need for covered dustbins throughout the District pointing out the 
dangers to heaith from the scattering of refuse by cats, dogs, sheep 
and flies, A request was made to the Council to introduce receptacles 
to every house in the area. 


The number of houses in the District was 6320, 94% of which were 
classified as for the “working classes", and the Council resolved to 
erect 300 immediately to overcome the shortage in the same stratum 
of society. 
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The summer of 1919 brought epidemics of malaria (18 cases) and 
german measles (131 cases) followed by an autumn epidemic of 
diptheria (35 cases). The main causes of death were heart disease 
(34), bronchitis (31) and diptheria (15). Cerebrovascular disease 
was not registered as a cause of death in 1919 and cancer accounted 
for only 11 deaths. 


Thirtyeight stillbirths were registered, all of whom were born 
at home. The number of illegitimate births was 29. 


1919 was a dry year with 74.51 inches of rain compared with an 
average fall of 83.36 inches over the previous seven yearse 
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50 YEARS AGO 


Population 

Births (Birth rate/1000 Population) 

Deaths (Death rate/1000 Population) 

Excess births over deaths 

Infant Deaths (Rate/1000 live births) 
Stillbirths (Rate/1000 total live & stillbirths) 
Illegitimate Births (as % of all live births) 
Deaths from tuberculosis (Rate/1000 Population) 
Deaths from cancer (Rate/1000 Population) 
Accidental Deaths (Rate/J000 Population) 
Organic Heart Disease (Rate/1000 Population) 


Cerebrovascular Disease (Rate/1000 Population) 


Bronchitis and Pneumonia (Rate/1000 Population) 
Percentage dying before age of 25 years 


Percentage dying before age of 65 years 


1919. 


31,000 
797 (25.3) 
287 (9.2) 
519 

61 (76.5) 
38 (45.5) 
29 (3.6) 
23 (0.74) 
11 (0.35) 
9 (0,3) 
Bite) 


Not reg= 
istered 


46 (1.3) 
2% 
7% 


21969) 
20,190 
330 (16.3) 
256 (12.7) 
7h, 

8 (24.0) 
4 i250) 
20 (6) 

3 (0.14) 
1(2503) 
3 (0.14) 
80 (3.96) 
34, (1.68) 


48 (2.4) 
4.3% 
1% 
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